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“The goal of this system is to ensure majority rule – we want to encourage learning about other candidates. It helps empower Democratic voters. It encourages positive campaigns.”
· Arlington County (VA) Democratic Committee chairman Kip MalinoskyHow Voters Perceived Instant Runoff Voting
FairVote staff and volunteers conducted an exit survey of voters in the May 2014 unassembled caucus to select a nominee for a School Board Vacancy. 1,118 voters took the survey. Here are 3 key findings
· 85% of respondents found ranking candidates easy.
· 70% of respondents said they understood IRV very well.
· 73% of respondents support using IRV for state/congressional primary elections.
Arlington County Democrats in Virginia held three instant runoff voting elections in 2014
· February - Instant runoff voting was first used by the Arlington County Democratic Committee (ACDC) to nominate a candidate for a County Board vacancy in a three-candidate race. Alan Howze received 52% of the 3,585 votes cast, securing the nomination with a majority in the first round of counting. While Howze’s majority did not trigger an instant runoff, candidates and voters alike were impressed with the civil and issue-focused campaign season.
· May - The ACDC held its second instant runoff election to select a nominee for the vacancy left by Sally Baird on the Arlington County School Board. Three candidates sought the nomination and 3,723 Arlington Democrats participated in the “unassembled caucus”. Barbara Kanninen led in first choices but did not have a majority so an instant runoff was triggered. Kanninen won the nomination in the second round of counting. (FairVote’s exit survey of voter attitudes is below.)
· July - Due to deadlines set by the state legislature, Democrats in Virginia’s 48th district had only seven days to select a nominee for the special election to fill the vacancy left by Delegate Bob Brink held on August 19th. The race drew seven candidates and surprisingly high turnout for such short notice, with more than 2,000 voters participating. In the first round of counting. Rip Sullivan came in with a solid lead but did not have a majority. After four rounds of counting Rip Sullivan was declared the majority winner. Sullivan went on to win the August special election with 62.1% of the vote. 
How Voters Handled an Instant Runoff Ballot 
· In the very first use of IRV in February, 99.7% of ballots were filled out correctly.
· In the District 48 primary, 98% of first round ballots counted for an active candidate in the final round.
· In the School Board nomination, 97% of the ballots cast counted for a candidate in the final round. In FairVote’s exit survey, 88% of respondents said that they had ranked more than one candidate on their ballot. 
What Is Instant Runoff Voting? Instant runoff voting (IRV) is a ranked choice voting system that upholds majority rule by allowing voters to rank candidates in order of choice. Voter know that if their 1st choice does not win, their vote will count for their next choice. Voters can rank as many candidates as they wish without fear that ranking a 2nd or 3rd choice will hurt the chances of their favorite.

How It Works: Votes are first awarded to each voter’s first choice. If no candidate wins more than half of those votes, then the candidate with the fewest first choices is eliminated. The voters who selected the defeated candidate as a first choice have their vote added to the totals of their next choice. This process continues until a candidate has more than half of the votes in any one round. When a race comes down to two candidates, the winner will be ranked ahead of the loser on most ballots.
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